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National Donor Sahbath:
A Special Opportunity to
Make a Difference

For more than 12 Tears; the weekend
in November 2 weeks before Thanksgrving
has held a specual sgmificance—it's National

Donor Sabbath

Natonal Donor Sabbath is a ttrme when leaders

of all major faths and denommations are mvited
o jomn together with organ and tissue donaton
professionals and orgamzations and the US.
Department of Health and Human Servaces,
Health Resources and Services Admimstration,

to bring attention to the precious pift of donaton

Durnng this 3-day weekend (Friday, Saturday
and Sunday) you, as a farth leader, have a special
oppertunity to mvolve members of your own
commurity and educate them about shanng the
gift of life through organ donation It's a bme
when you can make a real difference for the more
than 105,000 people warnng for transplants®

In this puide, you'll find mformation to help you
par tictpate, meludmg, examples of how others
have suctessfﬂll}' incu-rpc\r ated the theme of
donanon mto their services, an overview of
many religplons’ pesitions on donation, answers
to frequently asked questons, and more.

*As of July 2010

Fi

The Need Is Urgent

Moare thar 108,000% men, women, and
children in the United States are waiting for
life-saving transplants. The help they nesd
can come only from individuals who make
the commitment to donate,

A single crgan donor has the potertial to save
the lives of up to eight people. And through
tissue donation, a donor can improve the
lives of mary more,

Cronors of all ages and ethnicities are
reeded—and the need is great, Al that
i lacking are enough donors willing to
pass along the gift of life.

MNatonal Donor Sabbath will be observed
on the following weekends in the next
several years:

Wovember 12—14, 2010
Wovember 11—13, 2011
Wovember 9—11, 2012
November 15—17, 2013

llg to learn bow to register n your state, | 3

Christina Janis
Comea Recipisnt
Kyle, 5D

Sharing Is a way of life for Lakota
communities and families and celebrates
a deap spiritual link they have with

one another, Because of the generosity
of a comea donor, things are much
clearer for Christina Janis since her
first cornea transplant In 2004, For
many years, Christina®s vislon was
detarlorating from eve disease—aven
glasses could not help her see clearly.

& donated comeaa restored Christing's
slght. She had a sacond comea transplant
In 2005, and now enjoys balng ewen more
active In the outdoars. Christina says,
“The giving of oneself 15 Just the uftimate
way of saylng thank you for belng created,”

Chrstina’s stary 1s courtesy of South
Dakota Lions Eye Bank, Sloux Falls 50

Call L.366.99DONATE |998.66258)




Kelly Olmo
Liver Recipient
Pleasanton, CA

When Kelly Olma was 2 years old, she bacama
sarfously Il and needad a Ife-saving lver transplant.
Kelly's Japanese-Amerlcan mother Cathy explalns,

“It has bean 21 years since Kelly recalved har gift of
Iife throogh a perfect stranger ... a haro In our eyes.
This family sald "yes’ to donatlon whan thelr cwn child

died. They ware abile to look beyond thelr own grief |

and help someane elsa, *

Arcording ta Cathy, "It's Important to slgn up
1o ba 3 donor and discuss your wishes with
your famlly, You never know whose |ife you
might be saving—t might be anothar child
ke Kally!®

f\
Kelly's stary Is courtesy of Callfarnla IJ.I
Transplant Donor Network, Oakland, C& 0

organdonor,gov

Sharing the Gift of Life

What do you tell the people who turn
to you for advice?

Life—it 15 the preatest pift of all And today,
1t 1s also a gift that can be shared.

Through organ and tissue donation, people have
the potental to reach oot and do pood 1n thas
world. They can save the lves of those whe would
die without help. They can gre new hope to their
farmlies. They can transform and mmprove lives,

IIJ:_.‘ r&snm‘ulg E-J.g']".t. ].'LE:L].Eh. ﬂ.‘l‘li:: \\'h.ulerress_

It1s one of the preatest opportumiies today for
those who seek to do good, pass along lfe, and
help thew fellow human bengs.

Choosing to become an organ donor reflects
one's deepest beliefs about the sanctity and
mportance of life. Some find 1t an easy
decision; others want to be assured they're
domng the nght thing by thewr faith. And so
they lock to you for counsal.

hembers of your community may have already
sought your advice as a farth leader for mspiration,
gndance, and even approval i thes decision

They may be unsure about how their farth views
donation. Cthers may need your support and
counsel m malking the decision to donate the
organs of aloved one who did not make a
donation designanen while alive. Others may
enlist your help with spreading the word about
sharing the mft of life.

What are OP0Os?

MNon-profit organ procurement organizations
(OPQs) are the vital link between donors
and recipients. They coordinate organ
donation activities including: evaluating
potential donors, obtaining authorization for
donation, interacting with a donor's family
members, and arranging for the donation
process (recovering and transporting
donated organs}. They also conduct
outreach efforts to encourage the public

to register as donors (p. &).

There are 58 federally designated OPOs,

each serving a specific area of the United
States. To identify your local OPO, check

online at organdonor.goy.

Thas gui-:]e was created to ].'LPJP Fou help others.
Here, you can learn more about orpan and tissus
donation and Nanonal Donor Sabbath. You
can learn about ways you can encourage

and support your congregibon to make
mformed donanon demsions, and about groups
vou can call for help, such as orpan procorement
organizanons (OFOs).

We hope you will participate in Nanional
Dionor Sabbath to help your congreganon
make mformed Iife decisions and possibly turn

EI.JEEIiI'.I.g' iﬂtD sur'-.'ir;ﬂ.




Anne Laumer
Organ Donor
Yadnaiz Heights, MM

Shortly after her 32nd wedding annlversary,
53-vaar-old Anne Laumer collapsed from a brain
anaurgsm. As her family walted (nthe hospital,
they averheard another family dedde to donate the
organs of thelr child who had dled. Anna’s family
made the same declsion, 1o reallze some good
from thelr tragady.

Anne's kldneys, llver, heart and ayes halpad
people to lead better lives, Countless athers
will benefit from research enabled by har ather
donatad argans. A Year later, Anna's widowaer
Ronald met Ruth Lovedren, who had also donated
frer spouse’s organs and eyes. Ronald
and Ruth, now marred, voluntesr on
behalf of the Donate Life mission.

Anne's story |5 courtesy of
LifeSource, Minneapolls, MN

organdonor.gov

Resources and Expert
Assistance are Availahle
Year-Round

Raising the subject of donacion is important
atr any tme during the year Your local organ
procurement organization (OPQ), Donate Life
America chapter, and the Health Resources
and Services Administradon, Healtheare
Systems Bureau. Dvision of Transplantation,
are excellent resources for appropriate support
and materials. Here are a few of the ways they
can help

Arrange workshops: Your local OFC will
be able to provide information or setup a
program for faith community members and
their families to discuss this sensitive subject.

Organize donor drives: Your local OPO
can help your faith community organize

a donor drive that makes it easy for members
and others to learn the facts, sign up to
become donors, and share their decision
with their families.

Provide informartion and brochures:
Your local OPO has brochures and addioonal
mnformation abour donation. (Ochers are
avatlable ar organdonor.gov | These printed
pieces can be enclosed in bulleting, mailed

to your congregation, or simply be availzble
in a conventent place for members to pick up.
Provide films for screenings:

Two videos are available at no charge from
the Division of Transplantation by calling
1.5588. ASK HR5A (275.4772)

“A Science of Miracles” and the EMDIY

award-winning film “Weo Greater Love.”
Others may be available from your local
OPO or other denation organizations.

q]unatinn Services Are
Helpful at Any Time.

While National Donor Sabbath is obssned
in Movember, any time is a good time to
hold a denation service or serman. Feel free
to contact vour local organ procurement
orgarization for assistance and suppsort
throughout the vear,

L~ >/

WWeb site links, notices and information
about organ and tissue donation for your
Web site can be found at organdonor.gov



The Positions of Some
Religious Denominations

Most major rehigions pracaced in the Umted States
have stated pusi tions on the suhject of organ

and tissue donanon for ther congregants There 1s
general apreement ameng these religions, Listed in
alphabetcal order, that this type of donation s an
act of chanty m support of human hfe

For a more ’.'.‘GIJ].P].F_‘t-E ].'iEE :I.!!.I:[ more C[Etll].&d

informabon, visit organdonor.goy.

AME and AME ZION

(African Methodist Epascapal)

Orpan and tissue donation 1s viewed as an act
of neighborly love and charity; and members are
encouraged to support donaton to help others.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Donation 15 supported though no official
policy has been stated The decision

1= left up to the mdividual.

BUDDHISM

Buddhists believe organ and tissue donation

iz a matter that shouold be lsft to an indisadual’s
conscience. Reverend Gyomay Masao, presidsnt
and founder of the Buddhist Temple of Chicago,
said, “We honor those people who donate ther
bodies and organs to the advancement of medical
science and to saving lives” The importanece of
letiing loved ones lmow your wishes 15 stressed.

CATHOLICISM

Organ and tissue donation 15 considered an act
of chanty and love, and transplants are morally
and ethically accepiahble to the Vancan

Call LE6699DONATE (995.6628)
:nlmhurbnnshnu’ingn‘urlnu.i j I



EPISCOPAL

The 70th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church recommends and urges “all members of
this Church to consider seriously the opportunicy
to donate organs after death that others may live,
and that such decision be clearly stated to famly,
friends, church and attorney”

GREEK ORTHODOX

The Greek Orthodox Church supports donation
as a way to better human life in the form of
transplanation or research that wall lead to
improvements m the preventon of disease

ISLaM

Based on the principles and the forepomg
attributes of a Mushm, the majonty of
Islamue legal scholars have concluded that
transplantation of organs as treatment for
otherwise lethal end-stage organ falure
15 a good thing. Donanon by lving and
deceased donors 1s not urﬂ:.‘ p&rmit:ecl but
encouraged. Mushm scholars of the most
presfigions academues are UNanimons m
declanng that orpan donation 15 an act

of ment and m certam oireomstances can

be an Diﬂign.tian.

JEHOVAH'S WITNESS

Jehovah's Witnesses donot believe that the Bible
comments directly on organ transplants; henee:
decisions made regarding cornea, lddney, and
other assue and organ transplangs must be made
by the indnadual The same 15 true reparding
bone transplants Jehovah's Whitnesses are often
assumed to be opposed to donation becauze

of their belief against blood transfusion.
However, this merely means that all blood mus:
be removed from the organs and tissues before

bemng mansplanted.

JIUDAISM

In principal Judaism sanctions and encourages
organ donation 1n order o save lives. Rabba
Elhott N. Dorfl wrote that saving a Iife through
organ donation supercedes the rules concerning
treatment of a dead body. Transplantation

does not desecrate a body or show lack of
respect for the dead, and any delay in burial

to facilitate organ donanon 15 respectful of

the decedent Organ donathon saves lives and

honors the deceased.

The Conservative Movemeant's Committes on
Jewish Laws and Standards has stated that
organ donations after death represent not only
an act of londness. bot are also a “commanded
obligation” which saves human lives

( j } organdonol.gov




LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Lutheran Church passed a resalution n 1954
statmp that donation contributes to the well-
being of humamty and can be “an expression
of sacrificial love for a neighbor m need ™ They
call on “members to consider domating and to
make any necessary fammly legal arrangements,
mncluding the use of a sipned doner card”

MORMON
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Sants belizves the decision to donate 1s an
mndrvidual one to be made in conjunction with
family, medical personnel, and prayer. The
Church does not oppos= donation.

PENTECOSTAL

Pentecostals belheve the decision to donate
should be left to the imdividual

PRESEYTERIAN

Preshyterians encourage and endorse donaton
It 1z an individual’s right to make decisions
regarding his or her own body: The resolution
states. “the Preshyterian Chureh (IIS.A )
recopmizes the Iife-giving bensfits of organ
and fizsue donation, and thereby encourages all
Christians to become organ and tissue donors
asa part of thewr rministry to others... "

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
The Seventh-d ay Adventist Church does not

have an official statement on organ donation;
however, donation and transplantaton are

strongly encouraged. In fact, there are numercus
Seventh-day Adventist transplant hospetals

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

The Southern Bapnist Convention (SBC) has
no efficial posinon on organ donation. "Such
decisions are a matter of personal conscience,”
writes Dr. Steve Lembke, provost of the New
Orleans Baptist Theological Serminary and
fellow of the Research Institute of The Ethues
and Relipious Liberty Commission.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

Organ and nissue donationis widely supported
by Unitarian Unaversalists: They view it as an
act of love and selfless gnang, according to the
Umtanan Umiversalist Association.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Mrnited Church of Chnst Peuple, churches,
and agencies are extremely and overwhelmmely
supportve of organ sharing." wntes Rev Jay
Litner, Dhirector, Washington office of the United
Church of Chrise Office for Church in Society.

UNITED METHODIST

“The United Methodist Church recopnizes
the hfegnang benshes of organ and fssue donabien
and thereby encourages all Chrishans to become
organ and tssue donors” reports a church pohey
statement. In a 2000 resolution the Church
also "encourages its congregations to join n the
mterfmth celsbrabion of National Donor Sabbath .
another way that Umted Methodist= can help

1 a
SIVE IIVES

With permussion from the United Network for Organ Shaning, this information was sourced from their publication: “An Organ Donation Gnde for
P gan = pu gan
Fath Leaders and Health Care Professionals,” 2005. For a more complste list of varous religions’ posinons, you can alse check organdonor.gov)

. — — o

Call 1LB66.99DONATE {994.6628)
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Aliyah Boatwright
Heart'Coronary Arteries Recipient
Edison, HJ

When Allyah Boatwright was just a toddler, doitars
discovared that her heart was severaly damaged
and she recetved her first transplant, Sk years later,
Allyah's caronary arterles bagan to deterlorate,
and sha undarwent ancther successful transplant.

In 2004, Allyah’s mother LaNaye bagan suffering
problams similar to her daughter's. She also
recelvad a naw heart through the ganerosity

of a donor. Throughout It all, &llyah has
demonstrated an amazing sphrit. Knowing
what It |5 llka to have another chanca at
|Ife, she glves her mom advice and watches
over her.,

Allyah's story |s courtesy af New Jersay
Sharing Metwark, New Providenca, MJ

organdenor.gov

What You Need to Know
About Donation

This basze information answers some of
the mos: common questions people have
about organ and hssue donanon If you'd
hke additional information to pass along to
your congregation, feel free to contact your
lecal organ procurement orgamization or
organdonor.gov

How to hecome an organ and/or tissue donor;

Enroll m your Swmte's donor regestry, Visit
organdoner.goy or call 1,566.99D0ONATE
{993.6628) to learn how to register 1n your State
Designate vour decision on your driver's license.
Tell your family and friends—make sure that
youor family kmows your wishes so they can suppor:
Four decision

What can be donated:

Deceased donors can donate mulﬁple OrEans
and tssues,

Orpgans: heart, lndneys, pancreas, lungs,
liver, and small intestine.
Tissues: corneas, bone, heart valves,

connective tissue, skn, and other fissues.

A lndney; and a lobe of aliver or lung, blood,
marrow, peripheral blood stem cells, and umbalical
cord bloed can be donated by Inng donors.

Your quality of medical care is the same,
whether or not you are a donor:

Signing up as a donor does not affect the
quality of medical care you recerve m a hospital.
The medical team that treats you as a patient 1s
dedicated entirely to saving your Ife. A separate
transplant team 15 called i once death has been
declared or 1s immunen: and this team recovers
donated organs

Traditional funeral arrangements are
not affected by donation (but could be
slightly delayed):

Dionation does not interfere with radiheonal
funeral arrangements, including open
caslet zervices.

There Is no cost to donate:

The donor’s family does not pay for the cost
of organ and ossue donation. Costs are covered
by the recipient, the recipient's insurance
company; Medicare, or Bedicaid.

There Is no age limit to donation:

People of any ape, from mfants to pecple m
thewr B0s, 70s, and bevond, have been organ
denors. The condition of your ergans 1s
more mportant than your age. Even some
Pecupl& with chronie conditions can donate.
That 1= why 1t 15 so important for people of
any age or health condition to s2gn up.



Sources for More Information
American Association Association of United Blood Services
of Blood Banhks Organ Procurement +50.946.4201
301.907.6977 Drgnnizat'mns unitedbloodservices.org
aabb.org 708.356.4242

o Lo L United Network for
American Association Organ Sharing
of Tissue Banks Donate Life America S04.7T82. 4500
703.527.9552 S04.782.4920 unos.org
aath.org donarelife.ner

U.S. Department of

America’s Eye Bank Health and Human
Blood Centers Association Services, Health
853.USELOOD of America Resources and Services
americashlood.org 2027754999 Administration,

restoresight.org Healthcare 5}"51:{'1]]5
American Red Cross Bureau, Division
{(including National Ridney of Transplantation
regional centers) Foundation 301.443.7577
S00.445.5543 S00.622.9010 organdonor.goy
redcross.ory kidney.org
Arbor Research National Marrow
Collaborative Donor Program
for Health s00.MARROWE
S00,.830.966+ IMAarrew.ore
arborresearch.org

Organ Procurement and

Transplantation Network

optntransplant.hrsa.gov

Please Participate in
National Donor Sahbath

And help your congregation share the gift of life.

It 15 natural for mdmiduals and farmlies to turn to ther
faath leaders, as well as medical professionals, when
cansidering the semous subject of organ and tissue
donation. Your knowladge about the facts of donation
and transplants combined with an understanding of
the beleefs of your fmth, will enable you to serve your
congregaton and your commumity with confidence

The EI.]":IJ’E-L‘t of donation s filled wath cnmpassicn,
courage, and charity These virties are of central
sigmificance to every rehgon This males 1t a nghly
appropriats message to bring to the attention of your
farch community:

You ean play a partin cleanng xway myths and
misconcepitons, help members of your faith
makes mnformed life decisions, and twrn suffenng
into-stirvival. That is what Fou are urvited to do

by promoting donsbion during National Denor
Sabbath and all year-round.

Thas pribbication lests nos-fadesl resoumtes i onder fo provide additional informetion bo consimmers. Tha views snd comtent i thase resources have not heen
formally approved by the U5, Daparment of Health and Human Sarvices (HHS). Listing fhese nesourres 15 pot an endorsement by HES ar its componants.

Call 1.366.00DONATE [994.6628)

to learn how to register i your st | § g
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